
The animals we choose to share our 
lives with bring us joy and unconditional 
love, but sometimes their behaviours 
can frustrate, confuse or even scare 
us. Unfortunately your pet didn’t come 
with an operating manual, but with 
a bit of guidance from our qualified 
and professional animal trainers we 
can help you learn to understand and 
communicate with them better to build 
an unbreakable bond. 

Behaviour is the result of a tangled web 
of genetics, environment and learning. 
Even if you’ve owned a pet of the same 
species or even breed before you may 
not fully understand what the pet in front 
of you is trying to communicate. Every 
pet is a unique individual, and you have 
to get to know them just like you would 
meeting any other new friend. What do 
they like? What don’t they like? How do 
they like to approach new things? How 
do they show discomfort, worry or fear? 
How do they show happiness, relaxation 
or excitement?  

Training is a great way to get to know a 
new pet, build a stronger bond with an 
existing pet, or help your pet adjust to 
a new environment or recover from a 
trauma. 

At Gawler Animal Hospital we teach all 
our learners (two or four legged!) with 
kindness and patience. We know that 
using positive reinforcement and force-
free training methods are the most 
humane and effective way to shape long-
lasting, resilient behaviour. 



From the age of 3 to 13 weeks puppies 
go through a developmental stage 
called the critical socialisation period. To 
build brave, curious and resilient dogs, 
puppies need to be carefully exposed 
to lots of new experiences during this 
time. As their senses develop, so too 
does the opportunity to either become 
comfortable or frightened of new stimuli. 

In our puppy play sessions our trainers 
show you how to carefully introduce your 
puppy to new sights, sounds and smells, 
people and pets, and equipment and 
environments. 

Go too quickly and you could sensitise 
your puppy, but go too slow and you may 
miss this critical opportunity to form 
positive associations in the brain.  
These classes are fun, less structured 
group training, but you will also learn 
about some of the common frustrations 
of raising a puppy, such as toilet training 
and mouthing.

Puppy Play classes are for puppies ages 
between 6-13 weeks of age. They run on 
Wednesday evenings and run for a 45 
minute duration. Each class is different 
so you can attend 1 class or multiple 
– the choice is yours! Bookings are 
essential.



Puppies turn into senior puppies and this 
period can be a real challenge for even 
the most experienced dog owner! Most 
dogs don’t reach social maturity until 
they are about 2 years old, so until then 
you will be living with a ‘baby’ brain in an 
‘adult’ body!
 
Puppy Primary classes are a more 
structured program where you learn 
how to manage your dog’s changing 
behaviours. Our trainers help you teach 
your puppy a range of basic manners, 
as well as how to tolerate frustration, 
stay mentally healthy and how to avoid 
some common unwanted behaviours. 

We teach you to interpret your dog’s 
body language, and problem solve any 
developing behavioural issues.
 
Puppy Primary classes are for puppies 
between 14 weeks to 6 months and run 
throughout the week, so please call our 
friendly customer care team, to find 
the right class for you. Bookings are 
essential.
 



Length of course: 6 weeks

Duration of class: 1 hour

Prerequisites: None

Age restrictions: 6 months or older

Our Basic Life Skills classes will teach 
you all you need to know to help your 
dog fit in with your family and lifestyle. 
We cover all the basics: walking nicely 
on lead, coming when called, meeting 
visitors politely, staying when asked, 
leaving temptations, and lots of other 
alternatives to commonly unwanted 
behaviours. All dogs over 6 months of 
age are welcome to join this class, but 
they must be confident and relaxed 
around other dogs and people.  

So, whether you’ve completed puppy 
classes and are looking for the next 
challenge, or this is your first ever 
training experience, this is the class for 
you. Bookings are essential.



Some dogs need a more tailored 
approach to their training, or weekly 
classes aren’t possible with your 
schedule. Gawler Animal Hospital offers 
private training sessions, either onsite 
in our enclosed training area, or in your 
own home. Despite all our best efforts, 
some dogs just need a bit more help 
than others. You may have another pet in 
the home that is complicating matters, 
or some members of the family are 
training one way and others a different 
way. Whatever the reason, a private 
consultation allows our trainers to focus 
solely on your training priorities and 
develop a training plan specifically for 
you. 

Our qualified trainers are also equipped 
to deal with even the most complex 
of behavioural problems including 
diagnosed anxieties, aggression, extreme 
fears or phobias. Working alongside 
our Veterinary team, we can create 
a behavioural modification plan that 
improves your pet’s quality of life, keeps 
everyone safe, and restores a positive 
relationship with your pet. 
Please call our team to find out more 
about our private consultations. 

Our trainers hold nationally recognised 
qualifications in dog training and animal 
behaviour, are highly experienced and 
extremely professional. They will guide 
you through whatever behaviour or 
training challenge you are experiencing, 
with patience and enthusiasm. 

To learn more about our trainers please 
visit our website.

Principal trainer, Sonia

https://www.gawlervets.com.au/staff/
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F O R  A  W E L L  B A L A N C E D  P U P P Y

Tick as many items off this list as you can during 6-14 weeks of age. You can download sound 
apps to help provide opportunities to expose your puppy to noises now. When ticking off 

items, praise your puppy and make the experience as enjoyable as possible, never forcing 
them to interact. Indifference is the ideal reaction!

PEOPLE & PETS:

Adults

Children

Tall People

Males

Females

Other Pets

NOISES: 

Baby Crying

Fireworks

Power Tools

Thunder

Sirens

Radio & T.V

TOUCH:

Basic Grooming

Nail Trimming

Checking Ears

Checking Mouth

Brushing Teeth

Holding Legs

ENVIRONMENTS 
& SURFACES:

Beach

Park

Car Rides

Wet Grass

Tiles

Floorboards

Stairs

School Pickup

HOUSEHOLD 
ITEMS:

Brooms & Mops

Doorbells

Vacuum Cleaner

Prams

Bike

Chairs

Kids Toys

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Gawler+Animal+Hospital/@-34.611244,138.743529,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x576aa523f671d685?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi-lonsgorxAhXGyTgGHTJ1BD4Q_BIwFHoECFIQBQ
tel:0885223500
mailto:reception@gawlervets.com.au 
http://gawlervets.com.au

